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Dunlop MSA BTCC Airwaves BMW – Rockingham race report (25.04.10) 
 
The first race of the Dunlop MSA British Touring Car Championship at Rockingham this morning was 

dictated by tyre choice. Clearly while damp, wet tyres would provide the necessary grip – however, as 

the sun broke through as the cars lined up on the grid, it was clear the weather was improving. 

 

The Airwaves BMW drivers Jackson and Kane both took chances, Jackson opting for wets all round 

and Kane for slicks. In the end it was the Ulsterman who made the correct decision, and as each lap 

passed his skill and determination saw him move up the order with gusto.  

 

Jackson initially pulled away; his wet tyres digging into the greasy surface as those around him 

scrambled and struggled for grip. Going into Turn 1 he had made up six places, finding himself in 5th.  

 

Kane on the other hand began the race on full slicks. Initially the northern Irishman struggled with a 

distinct lack of grip but, as the East Midlands dried, he began to reel in the competition.  

By lap 14 of this 16 lap race, Kane had settled in 6th, but the Airwaves BMW kicked up a gear and, 

guided by the slip stream of O’Neal’s Honda Integra, squeezed passed on the final lap to take 5th and 

secure six crucial points. It was an excellent display from the 29-year old driver and winner of the 

season’s first HiQ Champagne Moment. 

  

A dry start to the day’s second race removed any difficult decisions for Airwaves BMW, and 

thankfully the drivers proved their worth. 

Starting in 13th and 5th respectively, Jackson and Kane had rather a lot to do if they were to keep 

Airwaves BMW title pretentions alive. 

 

From the off both Jackson and Kane did what both are capable of, Kane almost immediately turning his 

5th spot into a 2nd place podium position. 

 

Jackson from 13th would not be outdone. Lap after lap the Henley-in-Arden driver pursued and then 

passed all that stood in his way – a stunning reflection of the talents of this racing star. From13th 

position Mat made up an astounding nine places, finishing the race in 4th and taking home 8 points for 

himself and the team. It was an exhibition that thrilled the Rockingham faithful. 

 

Kane, in 2nd, hunted down Plato in an epic bid to claim his second BTCC win of the season. On the 

penultimate lap and in a bid to take home the top honours he pushed the Airwaves BMW a fraction too 

hard through Deene.  

 

Running wide he left the door open for Collard who snatched 2nd. In the end Kane was unlucky to 

finish 3rd, but the team were delighted with his second podium and the10 points he picked up in the 

process.  

  

  

The final race of the day defined why the BTCC is such a highly regarded and adrenalin fuelled racing 

series.  

Jackson and Kane starting in 6th and 7th both began strongly. On the first lap Jackson who stormed up 

the grid was left scratching his head after an ill advised overtaking move from Chilton took the 

Airwaves BMW driver out of the race on the very first lap. 

 

Hopes therefore were in the hands of Kane, and the plucky 29-year old showed true grit and 

determination and he and the team can be proud of his efforts. 

From 7th, he worked his magic, gaining places and momentum.  

A few laps in, Kane, on the tail of Andrew Jordan’s turbo-charged Vectra, tried every trick in the book 



to get past. Millimetres from Jordan’s bumper, Kane kept a cool head, eventually passing on lap 15 of 

this 16 lap race, with a clean and precise overtaking manoeuver that left him in 4th. 

Ahead of him Onslow-Cole was pressurized into a mistake, and through Deene drifted onto the grass. 

Kane leapt at the chance, nipping in to 3rd position and bringing home a further 10 points for himself 

and the team. With two podiums this was a day that belonged to Steven Kane, and the crowd let him 

know it. He and the Airwaves BMW team are more than a little proud of his three podiums in two race 

meetings. 

  

This left Airwaves BMW in first place in the HiQ Teams Championship with 80 points, first place in 

the Independent’s team championship with 73 points. Kane and Jackson also finish the day in 2nd and 

3rd in the Independent's driver championship, and 3rd and 6th in the BTCC Drivers Championship. 

Another splendid result for the Airwaves BMW team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jackson drives his heart out at Rockingham while Kane scoops two podiums  for Airwaves BMW… 
 
 
 
Airwaves BMW Team driver Steven Kane said:  

“An awesome weekend, my second podium of the day – I really couldn’t ask for more. I gave it my all in 
every race, and I was a little unlucky in the first, but I want to thank the team because without them this 
wouldn’t have happened. They have worked so hard that not one of them has even had a chance to eat 
today, that shows you how committed they are to winning the championship. If I can keep this up and 
not make any mistakes over the next few races I’ll be right up there.” 
 
Airwaves BMW Team driver Mat Jackson said:  
“I had a slight misfire in race one, an excellent result in race two and then in race three things out of my 
control took me out of the race. The turbo cars have a lot of power through the corners, and 
inexperience showed. I am hugely disappointed for the team and myself as I feel a podium and a win 
were not out of the question. ” 
 
Airwaves BMW Team Manager Oliver Collins said:  
“We leave Rockingham with mixed emotions. Both Mat & Steven drove brilliantly throughout the 
weekend. Steven got some good solid results, with another two podiums. Unfortunately Mat had his 
chances taken away from him through no fault of his own. Both had good cars easily capable of 
podiums. The team once again has shown its true worth with some fantastic work today to get the cars 
out for all the races. 
 
Event Information 

Rockingham Circuit length: 1.94 miles 
Laps: 16 
Race distance: 31.04 miles 
Address: Rockingham Motor Speedway Mitchell Road, Corby, Northamptonshire, NN17 5AF 

Tel: 01536 500500 
Web: www.rockingham.co.uk 
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Note to Editors: 
 
Information created and supplied copyright free by Accelerate PR 
Media contact and images available from Joel Newman 
 
t:  +44 (0) 208 9581264 
m: +44 (0) 7859 828545  
e: joel@acceleratepr.co.uk  
  
Please credit all photography to PSP Images 
Follow Airwaves BMW on Facebook at:  www.facebook.com/AirwavesBMW   

mailto:graeme@the-inside-line.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/AirwavesBMW


About Wrigley 

Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company is a recognized leader in confections with a wide range of product offerings including gum, mints, hard and 
chewy candies, lollipops, and chocolate.  The company has operations in more than 40 countries and distributes its world-famous 
brands in more than 180 countries.  Three of these brands - Juicy Fruit®, Wrigley’s Spearmint®, and Altoids® – have heritages 
stretching back more than a century.   

Other well-loved brands include Orbit®, Extra®, Starburst®, Doublemint®, Skittles®, Freedent®, Airwaves®, Life Savers®, Eclipse®, 
and Winterfresh®. Wrigley is headquartered in Chicago, Ill., and operates as a subsidiary of Mars, Incorporated, a private, family-
owned company founded in 1911.  Mars, Incorporated is one of the world's largest food companies, generating global revenues of 
$30 billion annually and producing some of the world's leading brands in six segments that include Chocolate, Drinks, Food, Petcare, 
Symbioscience and Wrigley.  
 

Note to Editors: 
The British Touring Car Championship (BTCC) was formed in 1958 and is Britain's most popular motor racing spectacle. Its race 
season comprises ten events at top circuits across the UK. It is contested by professional racing drivers in competition versions of 
every day road cars, giving it tremendous public appeal. Some 325,000 watch the BTCC trackside each year. 
 

Dunlop is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of high and ultra-high performance tyres with an impressive track record of motor 
sport successes. Dunlop’s extensive racing experience has led to innovative technologies for tyres designed for everyday motoring. 
Always looking to maximise driving pleasure, Dunlop offers all types of motorists the performance and durability of the latest tyre 
technologies, including tyres with RunOnFlat technology, which is fitted to award winning vehicles such as the Mini, BMW One, Three, 
Five Series and X5. Many of the world’s leading vehicle manufacturers including Alfa Romeo, AMG, Audi, Bentley, BMW, Jaguar, 

Lexus, Mercedes-Benz and Porsche fit Dunlop as standard. Official Dunlop website www.dunlop.eu  

www.motorbaseperformance.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Media Contact: Joel Newman | T: 020 8958 1264 | M: 07859 828 545 |  

E: joel@acceleratepr.co.uk | W: www.acceleratepr.co.uk      
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